Male genitalia: Uncus with slightly dilated at distal end, setose with a group of setae having club-shaped ends; tuba analis longer than uncus; subscaphium curved and well sclerotized; vinculum moderate, well sclerotized; saccus U-shaped and broad; valva with costa and sacculus very well differentiated, latter with a sclerotized ridge; harpe marked by a small, weakly curved projection; juxta like an inverted Y-shaped structure; aedeagus short and cylindrical, narrow in middle; vesica without any well defined armature but a well sclerotized curved patch at distal end represents cornutus.
NOTES ON PHYTOPHAGOUS AND PREDATORY MITES OF MEDICINAL
Medicinal plants are receiving global attention as 70% of the medicines used by human beings are of plant origin. Since the Indian System of Medicine (ISM) mostly depends upon herbal medicines which are less costly and also free from side effects, Government of India is encouraging popularization, cultivation, conservation and utilization of medicinal plants for prevention and cure of diseases encountered in day-to-day life. Unfortunately, no sincere effort has ever been made in India including West Bengal to explore phytophagous and predatory mites that occur on medicinal plants resulting in great economic loss. The only published document in this respect is of Ghosh and Gupta (2003) , which documented the available information in this regard. However, plants considered there were known more as vegetables, fruit trees and ornamental plants and not as true medicinal plants. The present study was taken up to conduct a thorough survey of medicinal plants in Kolkata metropolis (Medicinal Plants Garden of: (i) Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narendrapur; (ii) Agri-Horticultural Garden, Alipore; (iii) Experimental Garden, Department of Botany; and (iv) Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya) and the results are presented here.
A total of 48 species of mites collected from 35 species of medicinal plants are reported here; 17 species of phytophagous mites (Table 1) representing four families viz. Tetranychidae (11 spp., 5 gen.), Tenuipalpidae (3 spp., 1 gen.), Tarsonemidae (2 spp., 2 gen.) and Eriophydae (1sp.). Among those, Tetranychus urticae, Schizotetranychus cajani, Panonyhus citri and Polyphagotarsonemus latus are important pest species causing substantial damage to respective host plants. The others did not inflict any noticeable damage. Maximum diversity among phytophagous group was noted in Tetranychidae (11 spp.) followed by Tenuipalpidae (3 spp.). Among medicinal plants, D. metel harboured the maximum number of species (13 spp., 10 gen., 7 fam.) followed by Adhatoda vasica (6 spp., 5 gen., 5 fam.). Among 31 species of other mites belonging to predatory groups, 12 were recorded as efficient predators feeding on a number of phytophagous mites and other insects as listed in Table 2 .
The family Phytoseiidae represented the maximum number of species (16 spp.) of which four species were found to be efficient predators. The other predatory mites belonging to Stigmaeidae, Bdellidae, Cunaxidae etc. were less abundant and hence their predatory efficiency is doubtful. The present report lists all the species along with their hosts, period of occurrence and nature of damage in case of phytophagous species and important prey mite in case of predatory species (Table 2) . Incidentally, most of the mites reported here for the first time on respective host plants.
